Phylogenetic study of transcortin using monoclonal antibodies.
We produced monoclonal antibodies that recognise three distinct epitopes of human transcortin. These epitopes are present on transcortin of humans with normal and altered transcortin levels, as well as on a variant with lower affinity for cortisol. One epitope is present on transcortin of Old World Monkeys and apes, the others are only present on transcortin of apes. The epitopes are not present on transcortin of other species. These results indicate that human transcortin contains a highly evolved and a more conserved part.